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| How King Henry VIII led to viſit 


in the City, his Acquaintance with a merry _ - 
Cobler: How he was entertained in the Cobler: 5 . 
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How K. Henry the VIII. uſed to viſt the Watches/in a | 8 

the City, and bow he came acquainted with a merry 
jovial Cobler. „ 1 —5 
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JT was the Cuſtom of King Henry the Eighth, to 8 
Walk late in the Nignt into the City diſguiſed, 


pet form'd their Duty, not only in carefully guard 
ing the City Gates, but alſo diligently watching'the © 
Y, that ſo they might prevent ERR 
thoſe Diſturbances and .aſualties- which often 
happpen in great and populous Cities in the Night. 


Ibis he did oftentimes without dhe leaſt Diſcovery © 


who he was, return ng home to V biteball early in 
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tie Morning. Now in his Return home through 
_  theStrand, he took Notice of a certain Cobler, 
who was conſtantly up at Work, whiſtling and 
ſinging every Morning; he reſolved to ſee him, 
and to be acquainted with him; in order ro which 
he immediately knockt off the Heel of his Shoe, 
y hitting it againſt a Stone; having ſo done, he 
- boeunc'd at the Cobler's Stall. — 


Mho's there ? Cries the Cobler. 
Here's one faid, ſaid the King. 220 
With that the Cobler opened the Stall Door, and 


the King asked him, if he could ſet on his Heel. 
os that I can. ſays the Cobler, come in honeſt 


Fellow, and ſit thee Down by me, and I will doit for 
you ſirais bt. The Cobler ſcrap'd his Awls and old 


Shoes to one Side, to make Room tor the King to 

- fir by him. | 

The King being hardly able to forbear laughing 

. at the Kindneſs of the Cobler, asked him, if there 

Was not an Houſe hard by which fold a Cup of 
Ale, and the People were up. 


- Yea, ſaid the Cobler, there is an Inn over the 


Way, where I believe the Folks are up, for the Car- J 


Tiers go from thence very early in the Morning. 


With that the King borrowed an Old Shoe of 


me Cobler, and went over to the Inn, deſiring the 


Cobler to bring his Shoe to him thither ſo. ſoon 28 
be had put the Hee: on again; the Cobler promiſ- 
. ed he would, ſomaking what Hafte he could to 


put the Hee 
Ning. 


on, he carried it over to the King, 


lone Blade, here is thy Shoe again; I'll — 


_ » thee it will not come off again in haſte, Very 


ee him. 


(5 Y 
Very well, aid the King as mult you ban 
| for your Pains e 
A Couple of Pence, anſwered the Cobler. Fs 
Well, laid the King, ſeeing thou art an honeſt 


1 | merry Fellow,here's a Teaſter for thee ; come fit 


thee down by me, I will drink a full Pot with thee. 


Come here is a good Health to the King. 


Vith all my Heart, ſaid the obler, 1 will pledge 
thee, were it in Water. 

So the Cobler ſat down by the King, and was 
very merry, and drank off his Liquor very freely. 
He alfo fung ſome of his merry Songs and Catches, | 


| whereat the King laughed heartily,and was very 


plexſant and jocund with the Cobler, telling him 
withal, that his Name was Hary Tudor, and that 


he belonged to the Court; and if he would come 
and ſee him there, he would make him very wel- 
$ come, becauſe he was ſuch merry Company; and 
charged him to be there, and not to forget his 


Name, and to ask any one for bim about the 

Court, and they would bring him to him: For, ſaid 

the King. Lam very well known there. 
Now the Cobli little dreamed that he was the 


; King which ſpoke to him, much leſs that the King's 


Name was Hary Tudor; therefore, with a great deal 
of Confidence, he ſtands up, and pulls off his Hat, 
and makes two or three Scrapes with his Leg and 


+ - 


2 
gives the King many Thanks; alſo telling hi 

that he was one of the honeſteſt Fellows he = 1 
met with in all his Life- time, and though he had 
never been at Court, yet it ſhould pe be long 
before he would make E Holy: day to come and 
n 


r r 
Whereupon the King diſcharg'ng the Houſe for |} 
Phat they hack drank, would have taken his Leave 

ZE... nn, I. +; 

Hut the Cobler not being willing to part with 
_ the King, took him by the Hand, and ſaid, “ BT 
my faith, you muſt not go yet: You ſhall firſt | 

go and ſee my poor Habitation : I have there a 
Tub of good broun Ale, that was never tapp'd 
yet; you muſt needs go and taſte of it, for you 
are the honeſteſt Blade that Lever mer withal ; | 
and ] love an honeſt merry Companion with all | 
my Heart. EL OS £ 
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2 | 8 Sh _ 
How the Cobler entertained the Ring in bis Celſar; 
and of the Diſturbance they'd like to have had by the | 


' Cobler's Wife Joan. 


ag 


CYO the Cobler took the King with him over 
i the Way, where he had a Cellar adjoining to 
the Stall, which was handſomely. and neat- 
ly furniſhed for a Man of his Profeſſion; into his 
'Eellar he had the King: There, ( ſaid he, fit down, 
u are very welcome; but | muſt defire you to 
peak ſoftly, for Fear of wakning my Wife Joan, who 
lies here bard by, (ſhewing the King a cloſe Bed 
made neatly up at one Corner of the Cellar, prom 
A . „„ 
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x. | like into a Cloſet for if We mobld awake, ſhe win 


7e make your Ears ding again. 


5 At which Speech of the Cobler's, the King laugh- 
th ed, and told him he would be mindful ro obſerve 
y his Directions. ; | | 
| | Whereupon the Cobler kindled the Fire, and 
a 'Yfetch'd out a brown Loaf, from which he cut a luſ- - / 
'd ty Toaſt. Which he ſet a baking at the Fire; 
ou then he brought out his Cheſhire Cheeſe. Come ſaid 
1 ; be, will you eat ſome Cheszhire Cheeſe, There is 
all as goed Fellowſhip in eating as there is in drinking. . 
= Which made the King admire the honeſt Fre-. 
dom of the Cobler: So having eaten a Bit, tige 
_ RECobler began a Health to all true Hearts and 
Emerry Companions; at which the King ſmiled, - 
ſaying, God a mercy Friend, I'll pledge J., 
In this Manner they eat together, until it was 
I almoſt break of Day. The Cobler being very free 
«Fot his Liquor, and delighting the King with ſeve · 
ar; tal of his old Stories, infomuch that the King 
the as very highly pleaſed with the Manner of tha 
JCobler's Intertainment ; when on a ſudden the 
J0Coblers Wife Joan began to awake: T' faith 
over (ſays the Cobler) you muſt. be gone, my Wife Joan 
g to begins to grumsl2, He will awake preſently, and I would® . 
1eat- Not for Half the Shoes in my ſhop she should find you here. 
o his So taking the King by the Hand, he led him 
own, up Stairs, laying, Farewel honeſt Blade; it hall 
u to Int be long before I make a Holy-day, and come to ſee 
who tbee at Court. | IJ 7 
> Bed You {hall be kindly welcome replied the Ring 
much So they parted, the King'on his Way to Hhite-- 
like pal, and the Cobler to his Cellar, and there put: 
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ting all Things to Rights before his Wife Joax: 


got up; went to Work again whiſtling and ſinging 


. as merrily as he us d to do; being much farish- 


ed that he happened on © good and jovial a Com- 


panion, ſtill carefſing himſelf in his Thoughts, ho 


merry he should be when he came to Count. 5 
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Ax. in. 


How the Cobler prepared himſelf to go to the Court, 


—— 6p bis N. Ve Joan. 


* 


bow he ſhould get Leave of his Wife 


aud bow be was ſit out after the beſt Manner, 


OW as ſoon as the King came Home he ſent 
Orders out about the Court, that if any one 

enquired for him by che Name of Har) 
Tudor, they ſhonld immediately bring the Perſon be- 
fore him, whitever he was, without any further] 
Examination of him. Now the Cobler thoug! : 
every Day a Month, till he had been at Court to 
Lee his new Acquaintante, and was much troubled 
Jo in, for 


he could not go without her Knowledge, by.Reaſon 


for his Wife always kept the Keys of his Holy: 


he did reſolve to make himſelf as fine as he could 


day Clothes. Whereupon one Evening as they far at 
Supper, findi ng her in a very good Humour he beganff 
to lay open his Mind to her, telling her the whold 
Story of their Acquaintance, repeating it over and 

over again, that he was the honeſteſt Fellow that 
ever he met withal. Husband, quoth ſhe, becauſ 
you have been ſo ingenuous to tell me the whol 
. „ „ Teal 


8 


will make you as fine as I can. 5 
n- So it was agreed that he ſhould go the next 
aw Day ; wbereupon Joan roſe betimes the next Mor- 
I ning, to braſh up her Husband's Holy day Cloaths, 
and ſo make him as ſnug as ſhe could; the wahd 
and ironed the Lace Band, and made his Shoes 
ſhine, that he might ſee his Face ig them. Having 


ayt | done this, ſhe made her Husband to rife and f 


ner pull off his Shirt, then ſhe waſh'd him with 
* & warm Water from Head to Foot, putting on him 
a clean Shirt, afterwards she dreſs'd him in his 


ſont 


| Holy-days Clothes, pinning his Lac d Band in prim. 
SE cc. cc CT 1 3 
fo] eee eee 
n be- * | N | 
def C HAP. Iv. | 5. 
oug! 2 1 | Ls 


art tof The Cobler's Reception at Court, with the Manner of : 
ubledy- 575 Behaviour before the Ning. 


1, for | BO IG 
teaſonl[ -- Cobler being thus ſet forth, ftratted © © 
ould # through the Streets like a Crow in # Gutter, 
Holy: thinking himſelf as fine as the beſt of 

far a them all. In this Manner he came to Court, fta- 
{egy ring on this Body and on that Body, as he wal- 
whole 


ked up and down, and not knowing who to ask 


er and tor Hary Tudor, at laſt he eſpied one, as he thought _ 
w that in the Habit of a ferving Man, to him he made 
2 his Addreſs, ſay ing, | ON, 
r ERS 2 


m Truth, I will give you Leave to make a Holy- 
ig | day for this once; you ſhallgo to the Court, and 
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Do thoit bear honeſt Fellow ? Do 


CE 
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10 3 Ng 
you know 08 
_ Hary Tudor, which belongs to the Court ? 


Yes, ſaid the Man, follow me, and I will bring 
vou to him. 655 N N 
With that he had him preſently up into the 
Guard · Chamber, telling one of the Yeomen of tbe 
Guard, there was one that enquired for Hary Tu- 
dar. | 5a . 
Replied the Yeoman, I know him very well, 
If you will pleaſe to go along with me, I will bring 
you to him immediately. e 1 
80 the Cobler followed the Y eoman, much ad- 
miring the Finery of the Rooms he went through; 


he thought within himſelf, that the Yeoman was 


miſtaken in the Perſon whom he enquir'd after. 
For, ſaid he, him who I look for, is a plain, merry 
| boneft Fellow, bis Name. is Bary Tudor, ws drank 
two Pots together not long ſince, I ſuppoſe be may belong 
to ſome Lord or other about the Court. 8 
I tell you Friend, replied the Yeoman, 1 know 
him very well, do you but follow me, and I ſhall 
bring him to you ſtraight, 
So going forward, he came to the Room where 
the King was, accompanied with ſeveral of the 
Nobles who attended him. : | 
As ſoon as the Yeoman had put by the Arras, he 
ſpake aloud ſaying, May it pleaſe your Mejeſty, here 
is one that enquires for Hary Todor. 5 
The Cobler hearing this, thought he had com- 
mitted no leſs than Treaſon ; therefore he np with 
his Heels, and run for it; but not being acquain- 
ted with the ſeveral Turnings. and Rooms thro' 
which he came, he was ſoon overtaken and brought 


before 
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main- 
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before the King, whom the Cobler little thought 
to be the Perſon he enquired after. Therefore in 


a trembling Condition, he fell down upon his 


Knees, ſaying, * 881 
lay it pleaſe your Grace, may it pleaſe your High · 


e, I am a poor Cobler, and enquired for one Hary 


Tudor, who is a very honeſt Fellow : I mended the 
Heel of bis Shoe not long ſince, for which he payed me 
nobly, and gave me two Pots to Boot, but I had bim over 
afterwards to my Cellar, where we drank part of a Cup 


of nappy Ale, and was very merry,untill my Wife Jo- 
an began to grumble, which put an End to our Merri- 
ment for that Time, but I told him, I would come to 
the Court and ſee him, as ſoon as couvenientiy I could. 


Well ſaid rhe King, be not troubled; do you 
know this honeſt Fellow again if you fee him ? 


The obler replied, Jes, that I do froma Thouſand. 


Then ſaid the King, ſtand up, and be not afraid 
but look well about you, peradventure you may 
fiad the Fellow in this Company. 5 

Where upon the Cobler aroſe, and looked wiſh- 
fully upon the King, and the reſt of his Nobles, 
bet to little or no Purpoſe; for though he ſaw 
ſomething in the King's Face, which he thought 
he had ſeen before, yet he could not imagine him 
to be Hary Tudor, whoſe Heel of kis Shoe he had 


— 


mended, and who had been ſo merry with him, 


both at the Inn, and at his own Cellar. 


8. 


He therefore told the Kinz, he did not expect 


to find Hary Tudor among ſuch fine Folks as 
he ſaw there, but that Perſon he looked for was 


* 2 platn, honeſt and trye hearted Fellow : Ad- 


ding 


3 „ 
. 455 withal, that he pas fare that did Bor 
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* Tudor but know that he was come to Court, he 


45 

* would make him very welcome. lc 

| At which Speech of the Cobler's, the Kiog had . 
much ado to ee laughing out right; 3 but keep- . 
ing his Countenance as ſteady as he could he. 
ſpoke to the-Yeomen of the Guard. * 
Here, ſaith he, Take this boneft Cobler „ into of 
my Cellar, and let him drink my Health: I will give . 
Orders that Hary Tudor ball come to him preſently. « 
So away they wear, the Cobler ready to leapÞc ; 
out of his Skin for Joy, not only that he had Tr 
come ſo rell off, but allo that he Should find his 4 
Triend ary Tudor. 11 
by * as 1 
SE STOR 2 

6 ( 

CHA p. =. I il 

The Cobler” ee in the King's Cellar : How S; 

be met with his new Friend Hary Tudor, and ſing 

bow * came to know him to be the King. - #the 

Wh 


-HE Cobler had not been long in the King's iat 
Cellar, before the R ing came to him in the 

ſame Habit be had on when the Cobler mended Ch 
his Shve, wherenpon the Cobler knew him, and "i 
ran and Eiſſed him, ſaying, Has 
* Honelt Hay, 1 have made an Holy- day Ys ONE the 


< purpoſe to ſee you z but] had much ado 10 SE thor 
Leave 
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Leave of my Wife Joan, who was loath that I 
K © should lofe ſo much Time from my Work, but 

I was reſolved to ſee you: | therefore made my 
1 ſelf as fine as I could. But III tell you Har), 


when 1 came to the Court, I was in a Peck of 

* | © Troubles how to find you ont; but at laſt I 
met with a Man, who told me he kae you very 

4 well, and that he could bring me to you, bur 


* inſtead of doing ſo, he bronght me before the 
„ © King, which had almoſt frighted me our of my 
D if © ſeven Senfes ; but in good Faith, added the Cobler, | | | 
Jil « I am reſolved to he merry with you, ſince I have  : WM 
* rs the good Fortune of meeting with you at 
aſt. | | | 5 
Ay, that yo shall replied the King, we'll be 
as merry as Princes. . | , 
With that he called fo- a large Glaſs of Wine, 
and drank to the Cobler, the King's good H-alth. 
God a mercy, ſaid the Cobler, bone Hary, 1 
will pledge thee with all my Heart. DA ER | 
Now after the Cobler drank about four or five 
ow good Healths, he began to be merry, and fell a 
nd linging his old Songs and Catches, which pleaſed 
I the King very much, and made him laugh heartily. 
„When on a ſudden, ſeveral of the Nobles came 
2 into the Cellar, extraordirary rich in Apparel, 
Ys who ſtood bare at Hery Tuder. Which put the 
dedſ Cobler into a great Amazement at firſt; but re- 
| covering kimſelf, he looked more wishfully upon 
Hayy Tudor, when prelently be knew him to bs 
| the King, whom he ſaw in the Preſence-Chamber, . 
though in another Habiyp; he immediately fell 
upon his Knees, ſaying, Hay 


knew him to be the King; yet he should uſe the 


our Glaſſes of the Wine more, made the Cobler to Þ 
be in as good Humour as he was before, telling the 


2 I The Cobler's Song in the KIN G'S Cellar, &c, How 
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Whene te I ear or drink; 


ä TPRDL . % 
May it pleaſe your Grace, your Highneſs, I am an . The 


* 


bone poor Cobler, and mean no Harm. 85 is k1 
No, no, ſaid the King, nor shall receive none 


bere. He commanded him therefore to riſe up, 
and be as merry as he was before, and though he | 


ſame Freedom with him as he did before, when 
he mended the Heell of his Shoe. <a 
This kind Speech of the King's, and three or 


King ſeveral of his pretty Stories, and ſinging 
ſome of his beſt Songs, very much to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the King and all hifobles. _ 
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To the Tune of Fenny Gin. 
(COME Tet us drink the other Pot, 


Our Sorrows to confound; 
We'll laugh and ſing before the Kirg, 
So let his Health go round: | 
For I am as bold as bold can be, 
No Cobler ere was ruder; 
Then here goed Fellow. here's to thee, 
 remembrivg Hary Tudor. 1 
When I'm at Work within my Stall, 
Upon him I fhall think 
His kindneſs | to Mind will call, 


' (45:3 
His kindneſs was to me lo great, 
| The like was never known ; 
His kindneſs I will ſtill repeat, 
And ſo shall ny Wife Joan. 
Fu laugh when I fit in my Stall, 
And merrily will 1 | 
bat I with my poor Laſt and Awl, 
Am Fellow with a King - \ 
But it is more I muſt confeſs, 
Than I at firſt did know, 


ö 


Reſolevs it shall be ſo. 


ind now farewel unte Hb:tebal, 
]homeward muſt retire, 


To ſing and whiſtle in my Stall, 

My Joan will me de ſire: 
| do a think bow she will laugh, 
When sbe hears of this Thing: | 
ow he thar drunk her Nut brown Ale, 
Was England s Royal King. | 
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How the Cobler a a Courtie-. 


| | OW the King conſidering the pleaſant Hu- 
mour of the Cobler, how innocently merry 


de was, and free from any Deſigns :. That he 
i a5 a Perſon that Iabouted very hard, and fook 


| great Deal of Pains for a ſaall Livelihood, was 


. be, :-* 5 
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pPlwKwẽEeaſed out of his Princely Grace and Favour, to 
allow him a liberal Annuity of Forty Merks} ll 
- a Year, for the better ſupport of his jolly Humour. 
Aud the Maintenance of his Wife Joan, and that 
he should be admitted one of his Courtiers, and 
might have Freedom of his Cellar © whenever] 
be pleaſed: Which being ſo much beyond ExpeQa$8 
tion, did highly exalt the Cobler's Humour, much 

to the Satisfaction of the King. 
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So after a great many Legs and Scrapes I 
returned Home to his Wife Joan, with the joy ln 
ful News of his Reception at the Court, which f 
well pleaſed her, that she did not think much all 
the great Pains she took in trigging him up for- H 
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NM. B. In the ſecond PA RT, you have a fill 
ther Account of the Cobler's Return to his Wil 
Joan, and of the comical Diſcourſe that pal 
between them: And how the Cobler returning 
Court, the Queen got Notice of the Diverſion 
gave to King and the Courtiers,was reſolved # 
be a Partaker of his Merriment, and how he wall 
keept the Remainder of his Days about the Cour 
rc. with many other Things wor hy of yo , 
Attention- EE N 4 
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